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Cloudy: High 52, Low 46 


No shelter at home 


FEMA repairs fell short for La. flood victims 


Jon Shapley / Houston Chronicle 


Lisa White is alone on her Baton Rouge, La., street as she counts the neighbors who have not yet returned home after 2016 flooding. 


By Rebecca Elliott 


BATON ROUGE, La. — Lisa 
White knew the repairs would 
be basic, and still she wasn’t 


prepared. 


For Harvey recovery, warnings 
emerge about dissatisfaction 
with a quick-hit program 


“Just be careful as you're 


walking through,” she recalled 
acontractor warning her as she 


inspected the work. 


Hers was one of thousands 
of homes repaired under a 
program designed to get flood 
victims back into their homes 
quickly after fierce storms hit 
southern Louisiana last year. 


live like that. 


But to White’s dismay, the 
house was little more than a 
brick shell. There were huge 
gaps in the walls. Bare earth 
was visible through the ex- 
posed wooden subfloor. She 
and her two children couldn’t 


She began to wonder if she’d 


have to walk away from the 
only home she had ever owned. 

This is precisely the situ- 
ation Texas officials are try- 
ing to avoid as they ramp up 
programs to help families dis- 
placed by Hurricane Harvey 
find safe places to live. 

Many people like the idea 


of funding speedy, stopgap re- 
pairs to return flood victims to 
their communities faster and at 
a lower cost to the government. 
Getting it right, however, has 


proved difficult. 
Louisiana embraced the 


least. 


strategy after a rainstorm flood- 
ed more than 91,000 homes in 
August 2016. Displaced fami- 
lies would return to spartan 
but habitable dwellings: a bath- 
room door, a working toilet, a 
hot plate. That was the idea, at 


FEMA continues on A11 


By the numbers the “bare-bones” Shelter at Home program provided temporary repairs for flooded homes. 


Number of homes in Louisiana 
flooded in an August 2016 storm. 


Number of families served by 
the Shelter at Home program. 


Cost of the initiative, primarily 
funded by FEMA. 


Average cost per household 
for the temporary repairs. 


Texas Dems debate trumpeting Sanders’ tune 


Activists push leftward as candidates hope economic message resonates 


By Jeremy Wallace 


AUSTIN — To some, 
Bernie Sanders is the an- 
swer. 

To others, he could be 
the problem. 

As Texas Democrats 


prepare for 2018, Demo- 
cratic hopefuls for all of- 
fices face a balancing act. 
Embracing Sanders sup- 
porters can tap a much- 
needed energy that 18 
months ago turned a little- 
known self-proclaimed 


socialist from Vermont 
into a legitimate contend- 
er for the White House. 
But embrace the Sanders 
movement too much, and 
a candidate can quickly 
get labeled a socialist by 
Republican rivals in a 


general election — an alba- 
tross in parts of a red state 
like Texas. 

While Sanders con- 
ceded the Democratic 
nomination for president 
in the summer of 2016, the 
followers he cultivated 


haven’t gone home and 
have vowed to remain 
engaged in politics and 
reshape the Democratic 
Party and its platforms. 
“This wasn’t a one-shot 
deal,” said Chris Kuta- 
lik-Couthren, a Sanders 
supporter who is now a 
Dems continues on A11 


Trump 
upends 
foreign 
policy 


U.S. transformed 
from anchor of 
order to something 
unpredictable 


By Mark Landler 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON = 
President Donald Trump 
was already revved up 
when he emerged from his 
limousine to visit NATO’s 
new headquarters in Brus- 
sels in May. He had just met 
France’s recently elected 
president, Emmanuel Ma- 
cron, whom he greeted 
witha white-knuckle hand- 
shake and a complaint that 
Europeans do not pay their 
fair share of the alliance’s 
costs. 

On the 
long walk 
through 
the NATO 
building’s 
cathedral- 
like atrium, 
the presi- 
dent’s anger 
grew. He looked at the pol- 
ished floors and shimmer- 
ing glass walls with a prop- 
erty developer’s eye. (“It’s 
allglass,” he said later. “One 
bomb could take it out.”) By 
the time he reached an out- 
door plaza where he was to 
speak to the other NATO 
leaders, Trump was fum- 
ing, according to two aides 
who were with him that 
day. 

He was there to dedicate 
the building, but instead he 
took a shot at it. 

“I never asked once what 
the new NATO headquar- 
ters cost,” Trump told the 
leaders, his voice thick 
with sarcasm. “I refuse to 
do that. But it is beautiful.” 
His visceral reaction to the 
$1.2 billion building, more 
than anything else, colored 
his first encounter with the 
alliance, aides said. 

Nearly a year into his 
presidency, Trump remains 
an erratic, idiosyncratic 
leader on the global stage, 
an insurgent who attacks 
allies the United States has 
nurtured since World War 
II and who can seem more 
at home with America’s 
adversaries. His Twitter 
posts, delivered without 
warning or consultation, 
often make a mockery of 
his administration’s poli- 
cies and subvert the mes- 

Trump continues on A14 


Trump 


‘It just makes me cry now’ 


Runaway barge leaves boathouse, 
dock owners with expensive mess 


By Nick Powell 


SWEENY — Debi and 
Spanky Boutell watched 
helplessly from their back 
deck as the massive steel 
barge pinballed from one 
side of the San Bernard 
River to the other. 

Then they heard the un- 
mistakable sound of wood 
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Official winner 


Alabama officials push 
aside a legal challenge 
from Roy Moore and 
certify Doug Jones as the 
new senator. PAGE A8 


snapping like toothpicks 
as the barge moved past 
their boathouse. 

“I was standing over 
here at our place, all of a 
sudden we looked down 
there and we just hear 
these timbers break and 
my roof came off and start- 
ed floating downriver,” 
Spanky recounted. “It’s 


injunction. PAGE A3 


probably in the Gulf of 
Mexico by now.” 

The runaway barge — 
140 feet long, 45 feet wide 
and weighing 476 tons — 
was one of two barges and 
a tugboat that came un- 
moored on Aug. 28 in the 
aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey and went careen- 
ing down the San Bernard 
River through Brazoria 


County. 
At least 16 docks and 
Barge continues on A12 
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Shelly 
Stubbs and 
her Sweeny 
neighbors 
have not been 
able to repair 
the damage 
to their boat 
docks by an 
unmanned 
runaway 
barge during 
Hurricane 
Harvey. 


Leslie Plaza 
Johnson 
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